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curious volumes and, as a journalist put it, it was "heavily
documented."

It is true that with his own hands, there in the
library, the King decorated the old statesman with the
Order of the White Eagle. But he also presented him
with a very rare volume of Racine, and one can be quite
sure which of these things the Frenchman valued most.
Barthou had not seen the royal collection before and
must have been agreeably impressed by the serried ranks
of French books, some in their original covers but
many in luxurious and glittering bindings. The King
was a connoisseur of bindings also and there were many
fine specimens of French workmanship. No one who
surveyed this library could doubt the King's devotion
to France, and Barthou was impressed. Of all the
countries he had visited on this summer mission of 1934,
Jugoslavia seemed the most friendly to France.

Pie was concluding a tour of the capitals of the Eastern
states whose destiny since the conclusion of peace had
been linked with the support of France. Of these visits
the one to Warsaw had been the least satisfactory.
Poland had so far abandoned traditional policy as to
conclude a pact of friendship with Germany. Poland
also shared the Nazi hate of Bolshevism, and would have
nothing to do with a grouping of the powers of the
Little Entente and the Balkan Pact with France if sup-
ported by Russia, The racial enmity of the Poles
towards the Russians blinded them to the fact that the
Germans were the more dangerous enemies. The
vanity of this nation never permits it to think that it is
not a great power. It co-operates with the Germans as
with equals and imagines the Teutons would value their
military efforts against the Muscovites.

But Prague, Bukharest and Belgrade had no reserve
in their welcome. There were great demonstrations.
France could still feel the strength of her safeguarding
alliances. But Czechs, Roumanians and Jugoslavs also
needed reassurance from France. Barthou's object was